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In Memory Of . ..

Les Sharp, Father of Gary
Sharp, Associate Member Since 1998

Mr. Leslie (Les), G. Sharp, age 73, passed
away in Surprise, Ariz., on Nov. 16. Funeral
serviceswere held Friday (Nov. 21) at 10 a.m. at the
First Southern Baptist Church with Pastor Dean
Stanley officiating.

Les was born and raised in Phoenix and
graduated from North High. He later servedin the

U.S. Navy. He beganworking asa brakeman for the
Santa Fe Railroad in 1957 and made conductor in
1965. He worked for Amtrak from 1984 to 1987 and
later returned to work for Santa Fe Railroad. He
retired after 41 years of service and moved here to
Wickenburg from Winslow.

One of his most memorable experiences
during his career was riding a derailment in a
caboose.Off the job, Les enjoyed fishing. He was a
member of the First Southern Baptist Church.

Les is survived by his wife Betty of Wicken-
burg; daughters Carrie Olivar of Gallup, N.M.; and
Sue Ann Elliott of Springerville, sons Gary Sharp of
El Segundo, Calif.; Jim Sharp of Mesa, Wayne
Sharp of Bosque Farm, N.M.; and R. Scott Sharp of
Phoenix; brother Robert Sharp of Phoenix; grand-
children Rachael, Amber, Randy, James, Robert,
Christina, Nicholette, Stephanie, Ashley, Ryan,
Fred 1ll, and Zachary; great-grandchildren Aloni
and Chase. He was preceded in death by parents
Floyd and Lillian Sharp and a brother Floyd Sharp,
Jr.

Interment took place at the National
Memorial Cemetery of Arizona. Family suggests
memorial contributions be made in Les's name to
Hospice of the Valley, 9720 W. Peoria Ave: Ste.
Suite 128, Peoria, AZ 85345.

O.C.M.E., P.O. Box 3216, Costa Mesa, CA 92628-3216, (949) 54-TRAIN
Editor and Publisher:
bill.pemberton@ca.rr.com ; 2944 Redwood Avenue, Costa Mesa, CA 92626-3741

Bill Pemberton

1


mailto:bill.pemberton@comcast.net
mailto:bill.pemberton@comcast.net
http://www.ocmetrains.org
http://www.ocmetrains.org

A FIRST CLASS RAILROAD

BY

President Bob Brooks

December 6" was a very successfulday for O.C.M.E. The club handled two major eventson one day. In
the morning the Newport Beach Police Dept. Family Day was a rousing success. Around 100 family members
took part in their festivities and train rides. Their fire dept. provided the biggest mobile barbeque | have ever
seenfor grilling the food. It wasbright fire engine red and with lots of chrome. It evenhad red lights and if it be
known probably a siren. They really thanked the club for a wonderful time.

The afternoon Polar Express Family Event was hosted by Weichman Associates. Their team did an
outstanding job of setting up their North Pole activities and bringing the people to Goat Hill for the event.
Everything was orderly and people were enthusiastically happy. The Costa Mesa Fire Dept. joined them and
conducted the Spark of Love toy drive campaign. The club did a great job of bringing the participants from the
train station to the North Pole where they did face painting, cookie decorating, and visited with Santa Claus. Our
count of riders was 849. This has to be a near record becauseit was accomplished in 2 hours. The thing that
worked well was that the first trains were sent back to the station to bring more riders to the North Pole instead
of waiting to take people on the remainder of the train ride. Also the number of members who ran their own
trains was outstanding. The club trains could not have handled the load alone. Thanks for such an
outstanding effort.

We have had a few derails in the past and it becameevident that some members are not up on the method of
using the jacks for re-railing the club engines, in particular where to lift them without damage. We donOtwant
members trying to lift these heavy pieces of equipment. There is a way that protects the integrity of your back.
Soon aworkday in the near future we will have classeson how to properly re-rail an engine. While we are at it
there is also a need to educate people on how to check the oil on the engines, gasthem up, how to properly start
them up, and shut them down after they have beenworking hard all day. We will have classeson these activities
also. The engines are a little different so members need to be familiar with each one. The dates will be
announced in the future.

{See President, Page 3}

2009 O.C.M.E. BOARD OF DIRECTORS DATES TO REMEMBER
Bob Brooks.......cccccceevvieiiiiiiiniiinnnn, (562) 429-8325|| January 10th _Sat«-GeneralMeeting~, 8:00 a.m.
JiM FerguUSON......oveeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeene (714) 744-2707 Clubhause followed by Work-Day. "\, Coffee and
Myron Peterson..........ccccceveveueueen... (949) 494-9655 donuts-atmeeting == Luneh at nQon.

Carol Hunneyman.............cccocveue..... (714) 960-4862 || January 10th™. Sat.;Board-Meeting . "~ Afternoon

Paul HAMMON. ..v...ovveeseve (818) 620-3480 Clubhouse:. _
January 17th"& 18thy, Sat”& Sun, :Public Run

Appointed Officers: Weekend®, 20:00.a.m._te*3.30-p:m:(See Page 3)
Mackerel Flats Mercantile Store Co-Mgrs.: February 7th  SataGeneral-Meeting  8:00 a.m. -
Betty CUMMINGS.......vvvveeerreerrroereeeeen (714) 979-9390 Clubhouse followed’by Work Day. ~ Coffee and

donuts at meeting -- Lunch at noon.
Janet TroM........ccceceveneeneeiieniiiiineninnns (714) 546-4721 February 7th  Sat.:Board Meeting

THE WAY FREIGHT is published by ORANGE COUNTY MODEL ENGINEERS, INC. (OCME), a non-profit California Corpora-
tion which has created THE MACKEREL FLATS & GOAT HILL JCT. RAILROAD in Fairview Park, CostaMesa, California. It is the|
intent of OCME to educate and enlighten people of all agesin the rich railroad heritage of the United Statesof America and other parts of]
the world. As a qualified non-profit organization, all donations are fully tax deductible under IRS ruling 501 (C) (3). Views and opinions
expressedin THE WAY FREIGHT are not necessarily those of OCME. Material for THE WAY FREIGHT may be submitted to Bill
Pemberton, 2944 Redwood Avenue, Costa Mesa, CA 92626-3741 diill.pemberton@ca.rr.com .
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/IC ?H/D /C ?H/D /C ?H/D /C ?H/D

O1Ove been workin® on the railroadO
in December

/IC ?H/D /C ?H/D /C ?H/D /C ?H/D

Alex Acu-a*, Dave Bowen*, Mel Bresee, Bob
Brooks*, Terry* & Betty* Cummings, Marilyn
Donnelly*, Gary & Angela Dutra, Eric Engle,
Michael Getscher, Erik Hansen*, Joe* Hayes,
Norm Jobse* , Kaylyn Kelly, Gary Kimble*, Jim
Kontur, Patrick* & Joey Ledbetter, Ken Matassa*,
Doug & Bailey Maywald, Larry Ogle*, Phil Parker,
Bill Pemberton, Bob Platfoot*, Jerry Platfoot*, Gary
Sharp*, Dixon Sheldon*, Mike & Donna Springer,
Allen  Stephens*, Glenn Swain*,  Lois Taube*,
Kevin*, Lori* & Jeff* Tolan, Steve & Janet
Trom, Chuck Trom*,

0*O signifies working both Saturday and Sunday.

Many OthanksO to the
December

Birthday Party
Volunteers.

Russ Green,Alex Acu—a.

Many OthanksO to the Polar
Express Crew members

Mel Bresee,Bob Brooks, Terry & Betty Cummings,
Eric Engle, Michael Getscher, Russ Green, Paul
Hammond, Erik Hansen, Joe & Nikki Hayes, Hank
Hornsveld, Kaylyn Kelly, Gary Kimble, Jim Kontur,
Patrick Ledbetter, Ken Matassa, Doug & Bailey
Maywald, Dan OOBrien,Larry Ogle, Bob Osborne,
Phil Parker, Bill Pemberton. Bob Platfoot, Dixon
Sheldon, Allen Stephens,Glenn Swain, Kevin & Jeff
Tolan, Steve & Janet Trom, Jack Young.

{President, From Page 2}

Calendar for 2009

Speaking of dates, remember the following:
O.C.M.E. Annual Dinner D Feb. 28t 2009;
Spring Meet D April 23 to 26t | 2009 (Russ
Green is the chairman); Fall Meet D Sept. 17t
to 20t , 2009. Also some fun run days that may
work out for members are the following: Jan. 1t
and 2, May 25, July 4%, Sept. 7", and Nov.
27, Theseare holidays that most members do not
have to work. If you have no plans just come out
and do your own thing and hang out with some nice
people. The club will not organize anything. Just
run your trains. Bring your own lunch and the club
will open the soda machine. Workdays are the first
Saturday of the month except for January 2009,
July 2009, and Sept. 2009. Because of holidays
these workdays will be on the second Saturday of
the month. As always, run weekendsare the 3™ full
weekend of each month.

The OCME Board wishes that all of our
members had a happy holiday season. WeOllsee
you next year at our First Class Railroad.

PLAN AHEAD FOR OCMEOs
18TH ANNUAL FALL MEET

The dates will be Thursday, September 17th
thru Sunday, September 20th, 2009.

PLAN AHEAD FOR OCMEOs
2009 ANNUAL DINNER

The date will be Saturday,
20009.

February 28th,

2009 Dues Notice

Your Club dues should be paid before January
31stsoyou and your family will be included in the
2009 ClubOs roster.
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Our Guests at the Polar Express
Run and the . . .

Joe Hayes & Mike Springer Cooking Breakfast
For Santa and All His Elves

Santa Is Now Ready



