
Classification Yard "Where things get sorted out"  
Something is always happening at OCME. Here are some of the projects and 

issues at the club.   

 

Please welcome 

our newest 

member! 

 

Willie Johnson 

 

While not related to either Mark or Dalton, Willie 

is a welcomed addition to our club. He attends Cal 

State Fullerton full-time and is a part-time 

engineer at the Irvine Park Railroad. He is building 

a 7 ½ inch test track at his house with some of our 

used rail. Willie hopes to be able to store his 

equipment at the club soon. ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀōƻŀǊŘ 

²ƛƭƭƛŜέ 

NEW SWITCH INSTALLED 

 

Many members turned out at the April work day 

to install a new custom switch on the mainline 

near the bridge. This is the longest switch on the 

layout and solves 

some problems 

caused by back-to-

back switches. 

Myron and Bob 

Osborn spent many 

hours constructing 

this monster that 

took six men to 

move! Thank you to 

everyone who had a 

hand in this project! 

 



SIGNAL BRIDGE REDEDICATED NEW STATION BANNER 

 

A few years ago vandals stole our aluminum signal 

bridge and a bunch of aluminum rail. Along with it 

they took the original dedication plaque to the 

ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΣ WŀƳŜǎ !Φ YŜƴƴȅΦ  ά5ǊΦ WƛƳέ ǿŀǎ an active 

and talented member of OCME for many years 

and constructed the original bridge at his home. 

Thank you Jim, your memory lives on at OCME 

and we miss your participation. 

 

Members gathered on our Public Weekend to 

rededicate the new bridge to Jim Kenny. 

 

 

 

We have a new sign that lists our rules for riding 

on public weekends. The old one was getting a bit 

tattered and was always a chore to hang. OCME 

owes a debt of gratitude to Focal Point Printing of 

Costa Mesa for designing and producing this 

rugged banner free of charge!   

SPRING MEET PREPARATION 

UNDER WAY 

 

Meet Chairman Dalton Johnson 



{twLbD a99¢ όŎƻƴΩǘύ 

 

DJ spent a few hours on the riding mower 

preparing the camping area for the Spring Meet. 

This was a hot, dusty job folks! Thanks DEEJ! 

Members are invited to camp at the club for the 

entire meet weekend but reservations are 

required. Please contact Hank Castignetti 

(hanksterc@aol.com ) to reserve a space and see 

Dalton (daltonjohnson972@gmail.com) if you can 

help with set-up and tear down 

 

Walter E. Disney 

NEW WINDMILL  

 

Thank you to Ben Renard and Connor Dahl for 

restoring this classic wind mill. 

KOREAN BAND VISITS ON 

RUN DAY 

 

Dixon invited a local, traditional Korean band to 

entertain riders at our April Public/Pump-In 

weekend.   

άYŀƳǎŀƘŀƳƴƛŘŀέ όά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳ ±ŜǊȅ aǳŎƘέύ 

mailto:daltonjohnson972@gmail.com


RAGNAR RELAY RACE 

 

On April 1st nearly 5000 people flowed through 

our parking lot in approximately six hours! Our 

station was the first relay point on this huge event 

that started in Huntington Beach and ended in 

San Diego.  Each Ragnar Relay is approximately 

200 miles (320 kilometers) in distance, with races 

lasting two days and one night. There are two 

types of teams: regular and ultra. A regular team 

is composed of 12 runners while an ultra team 

consists of six runners. Each runner on a regular 

team is responsible for running three legs of the 

race with each leg ranging between three and 14 

miles.[4] The total distance a runner is responsible 

for ranges between eight and 26 miles, making it a 

good fit for participants with varying skill levels. 

An ultra runner will run a total of six legs and can 

choose to run each leg separately or run two 

consecutive legs. 

Each team is given a slap bracelet that serves as 

their baton throughout the race. When 

exchanging runners, the runner finishing a leg of 

the race slaps the bracelet onto the wrist of the 

next runner, who then continues the relay. On a 

traditional team, the 12 runners are divided 

between two vans and only one van will be active 

at any given time. Once all of the runners from 

Van #1 have completed their legs, the slap 

bracelet is handed to the first runner of Van #2. 

While Van #2 is active, Van #1 is allowed time to 

rest (and vice versa). 

 

The Ragnar Race group donated $500 to OCME for 

assistance with the race and we hope to be 

involved again next year. 

 

SNAKES ON A TRAIN! 
όhǊ YŜƴΩǎ ²ƛƭŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΗύ 

         
!ƴ ǳƴǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǾŀǊƳƛƴǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

clubhouse recently. Hank encountered him on 

Friday and scooted him out the door. Saturday he 

was back (after setting off the alarm Friday night!) 

and was discovered by Ken. He was a non-

venomous gopher snake but he sure looked 

aggressive enough to scare the pants off Hank!   

Ken, being the club snake whisperer, moved him 

to another part of Fairview Nature Park where he 

will hopefully find a new permanent home! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ragnar_Relay_Series#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slap_bracelet

