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OCMES 1st Pumpkin Patch Run                                        Polar Express Returns to Goat Hill
by  Phil Parker                                                                                                                                         by  Terry Cummings

 I thought  the inaugural 2010  O.C.M.E. 
Pumpkin  Patch  Run was a  tremendous success.  My 
wife Joanie and I thoroughly  enjoyed the entire 
weekend.  This event wasn’t  like any  other  event  that 
I’ve been  a  part of at O.C.M.E.  The feeling  of    
community  and family  among  all who were there 
was something  that you  could feel in  the air. I can’t 
really  describe it. It was just something  that  had to 
be experienced. All of the volunteers,  both  from 
O.C.M.E.  and from  the Kiwanis Club were           
supportive of each  other  and all  seem  to really  enjoy 
the day. There were no major  disasters. And        
considering how  hard it rained Friday  night  into 
Saturday  morning,  the day  could have turned out to 
be a major mess.
 While  a  few  of the families who attended 
have been  to our  Club on public run  days before, far 
and away  the vast  majority  of the  families who came 
were not  folks we normally  see on a  public  run 
weekend.  The Kiwanis Club did a  fantastic  job of 
reaching people  in  the community  who didn’t know 
we existed. And all had such a  positive experience 
that  I believe that many  of these people and their 
families will be back. We couldn’t  have had a  better 
way  to shine a  positive light on  our  Club and all of 
the people in  it than  with this event. And everyone 
learned so much  about how  to do this again next 
year.  It  was a tremendous learning  experience. You 
can  bet  that  Joanie and I will be here for  next years 
2nd Annual 2011 OCME Pumpkin Patch Run!

 Once again, OCME is hosting the Polar     Express 
sponsored by  Weichman Realty on   Saturday, December 
4, 2010 from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.  This is a major   
fundraiser  for the Club and a very exciting  event for the 
children and the crews.  This is a scheduled work day 
and your help is requested.  
 The morning will  spent assisting the    sponsor 
setting up the park for this event.  At 10:00 AM we will 
need three trains and crews operating  for the Newport 
Beach Police Department Family Day which  continues 
until noon.  Lunch  will be at 11:45 AM and at 12:15 PM 
sharp there will be a Safety and Operations  Plan      
briefing.  The goal  is to get as many passengers to the      
Village as quickly  as possible.  This means we will  have 
all  available Club and private trains queued up      
Northbound at the Station and start loading the first 
three trains at 12:50PM.  Three trains will  load                  
simultaneously and hear  a single brief  safety speech   
before departing at 1:00 PM.
 If you  can commit to being a crew person in  the 
morning and/or afternoon, please email Terry        
Cummings at frankcummings@ca.rr.com.  The Club 
trains will  use 26 of our 39 bench cars.  If your  private 
train  needs cars, please contact Terry so that the 13 re-
maining bench cars can  be        assigned to trains.  If  you 
are willing to let us use your private bench  cars, please 
contact Terry.  We need all  available rail-worthy  re-
sources for this event
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DATES TO REMEMBER   
November 6th Sat.: General Meeting 8:00 a.m. - Club 
 house  followed by Work Day.  Coffee and 
 donuts at meeting -- Lunch at noon.  Board  
 Meeting 1:00 p.m.    
November 20th - 21st: Sat. &  Sun. : Public Run 
 Weekend 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
December 4th Sat.: General Meeting 8:00 a.m. -  
 Club house followed by Work Day.  Coffee and 
 donuts at meeting -- Lunch at noon.  Board  
 Meeting 1:00 p.m.    
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A FIRST CLASS RAILROAD
BY 

   President Jim Ferguson

2010 O.C.M.E. Board of Directors

President................Jim Ferguson (714) 598-9248
VP-Facilities.......Myron Peterson (949)494-9655
VP-Operations.....Mike Getscher (714) 903-9349
Treasurer.............Paul Hammond (818)620-3480
Secretary......................Larry Ogle (714) 539-9382    

Appointed Officers:
Mackerel Flats Mercantile Store Co-Mgrs:
Betty Cummings...........................*82(714) 979-9390
Janet Trom..........................................(714) 546-4721

Make a Dent

 Where, precisely, do you go in order to get permission to make a dent in the universe?

 The accepted state is to be a cog.  The preferred way  is to follow the well-worn path, to read the 
instructions, to do what we're told.   It's safer that way. Less responsibility. More people to blame.

 When someone comes along and says, "not me,  I'm going down a different path," we flinch.  We're 
not  organized to encourage and celebrate the unproven striver.  It's safer  to tear them down (with their 
best  interests at heart, of course).  Better,  we think, to let  them down easy,  to encourage them to take a 
safer path, to be realistic, to hear it from us rather than everyone else.

 Perhaps, years ago, this was good advice.  Today, it's clearly  not.  In fact, it's disrespectful, ill-
advised and short sighted.  How dare we cheer when a  bold change maker  stumbles?  Our  obligation to-
day  isn't to spare the feelings of our  peers from future disappointment.   It's to establish  an expectation 
that of course they're going to do something that matters.

 If you  think there's a chance you can make a dent in it.  So let’s go for  it!  Elections are upon us.  
Not National or State but ours!  We have two vacancies this year and need people to step up and run for 
the Board.  This is your  Club, our Club and without the membership getting involved it gets watered 
down.  

 We are going to need a new treasurer.   Although that is a Board appointed position if someone out 
there has basic bookkeeping experience I would like to hear from you.   This is an exciting time with im-
portant things to do.  Please consider being of service and helping out.

 I want to thank you for serving you.                                     Jim Ferguson
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♩♪♫♬ ♩♪♫♬ ♩♪♫♬ ♩♪♫♬ 

“I’ve been workin’ on the railroad” 
in October

♩♪♫♬ ♩♪♫♬ ♩♪♫♬ ♩♪♫♬
 

Mel Bresee, Betty* Cummings, Shaun &     
Connor Dahl, Marilyn  Donnelly, Eric Engle, 
Jim  Ferguson, Paul Hammond*, Joe* Hayes,   
Gary   Kimble,   Derek & Claire Marsden, Jim 
Marsden, Ken  Matassa*, Juanita Matassa*, 
Dan O’Brien, Larry  Ogle*, Bob Platfoot*, Jerry 
Platfoot*,  Evan Poe, Dixon Sheldon*, Lois  
Taube*,  Steve Trom*,  Chuck Trom.
“*”  signifies working  both Saturday  and                             
Sunday.

Many “thanks” to the 
October

 Birthday Party 
Volunteers.

Jim  Ferguson, Hunter       
Ferguson, Connor Dahl, 
Dixon Sheldon, Steve Trom, 
Jack Young, Bill Pemberton.

FOR SALE
 Caboose assembled and painted by master 
car builder, Paul Karczewski from a Mountain Car 
Bay Window kit.  Good condition.  $850 with trucks 
and couplers.  Terry Cummings *82(714)979-9390.

 FOR SALE
 Two riding cars - $500.00  each.  One roll  
model conductor’s car  - $400.00.   A  damaged roll 
model big  critter  industrial switcher  (engine)            
- $4,000.00

Jim Kontur (714) 526-7564

HELP WANTED
 If you want to have fun and help out in 
the Mackerel Flats Mercantile,   better  known 
as the OCME Gift Store, join the Harvey  Girls, 
the great ladies who work at the store.  

 The store is open Saturday  and Sunday  
of every  3rd weekend (our regular run days) of 
each month from 10:00 a.m to 3:30 p.m.  
There are two shifts: 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

 We need someone to work the 10:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. shift  on Sunday  mornings.  
We would also like to have some people to call 
in  as substitutes.   There is a minimum of 2 
people working at all times, so you won’t  be 
alone.

 Contact Betty Cummings at   
   *82 (714) 979-9390.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Harold Hueler.
Brad, Pam, Emily and David Walters.
Joshua Abas.
Ronald & Deborah Blanchard.
Josh Klemske.
Evan Poe.
Andrew Romer.
Sid Smith.
Please say  “Hi”  the next time you see them  at 
Mackerel Flats & Goat Hill Junction.
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SPOTLIGHT
ON . . .

Our “Super” Volunteers

The “Harvey Girls” dressed 
for Halloween

Face Painting Pumpkin Painting

Tombstone found on Witch 
Mountain

Hunter & his Shay steamed up for the 
Pumpkin Patch Run

Aya enjoying her 
1st Halloween

Welcome to Pumpkin Patch      
Junction

Peggy Green showing our 
guest a great time

OCME’s 2010 Pumpkin 
Patch Run

“Thank You” Kiwanis. 
Gary Kimble & Norm Jobse in  

costume.


